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ASH FLANDERS 
WRITER/PERFORMER 
Ash Flanders is a multi-award-winning writer and performer based 
in Melbourne. He most recently wrote and starred in SS Metaphor 
(Malthouse Theatre), Ash Flanders is Nothing (Brunswick Ballroom) and 
The Temple (Malthouse Theatre). He created queer theatre company 
Sisters Grimm with Declan Greene, co-writing and performing in: for 
Malthouse Theatre/Sydney Theatre Company: Calpurnia Descending; 

for Melbourne Theatre Company: Lilith: The Jungle Girl; for MTC Neon: The Sovereign 
Wife; and for Sydney Theatre Company: Little Mercy. As an actor, Ash’s credits include: 
for Belvoir: Hedda; for Little Ones Theatre: Psycho Beach Party; for Malthouse Theatre/
Sydney Theatre Company: Blackie Blackie Brown; and for Melbourne Theatre Company: 
Buyer & Cellar. His cabaret works have toured across the country and include Meme 
Girls, Negative Energy Inc., Playing to Win and Special Victim. He has won several Green 
Room Awards and lost even more. He once lost a Helpmann award to Tennessee 
Williams and they haven’t spoken since. He is very excited to present his latest play This 
is Living at Malthouse in 2023 and yes, television continues to prove elusive. 

STEPHEN NICOLAZZO 
DIRECTOR   
Stephen is a Naarm-based theatremaker, director and co-founder 
of queer theatre company Little Ones Theatre. He is also Co-Artistic 
Director of Western Edge with Chanella Macri and John Marc 
Desengano. Recent credits include: for Griffin/La Mama: The Happy 
Prince, for which he won a Green Room Award for Best Director;  
for Griffin/Arts Centre Melbourne: Merciless Gods; for Belvoir/

Malthouse Theatre: Looking for Alibrandi; for Brisbane Festival/Joel Bray Dance: 
Considerable Sexual Licence; for Malthouse Theatre: Loaded; and for Melbourne 
Theatre Company: Abigail’s Party. Stephen’s other directing credits include: for Arts 
Centre Melbourne/Arts House/Brisbane Festival/Darwin Festival/Joel Bray Dance/
Liveworks/Perth Festival: Daddy; for Brisbane Festival/Rock Surfers/Theatre Works: 
Psycho Beach Party; for Brisbane Powerhouse/Darwin Festival/MTC Neon: Dangerous 
Liaisons; for Malthouse Theatre Helium: Salome; for MKA/Old Fitz: sex.violence.blood.
gore; for Red Stitch Actors Theatre: The Moors, Suddenly Last Summer; for Theatre 
Works: Dracula; and for Token Entertainment National Tour: Judith Lucy and Denise 
Scott’s Still Here. He has collaborated with Ash Flanders since 2012 on cabaret and 
contemporary performance work including: for Adelaide Cabaret Festival: Special 
Victim; for Arts Centre Melbourne: Playing to Win; for Brunswick Ballroom: Ash Flanders 
is Nothing; for Malthouse Theatre: Meme Girls; and for Theatre Works: Negative Energy 
Inc. His productions have received 12 Green Room Award wins and a Sydney Theatre 
Award. Stephen was also the recipient of the Besen Family Artist Award in 2009  
through Malthouse Theatre and was a member of the 2019 Lincoln Centre Theatre’s 
Directors Lab (New York City). He is also a teaching artist for Victorian College of the 
Arts, COLLARTS, Monash University, and Melbourne Theatre Company Education. 
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NATHAN BURMEISTER 
Designer  
Nathan Burmeister is a Melbourne-based set and costume designer 
who works closely with new styles, forms, stories, and explores 
contemporary aesthetics and audience experiences. Nathan’s 
recent works include: for Before Shot Productions: Sneakyville; for 
Bloomshed: Animal Farm; for Bloomshed/Darebin Arts Speakeasy: 
Paradise Lost; for Darebin Arts Speakeasy: End Of.; for Darebin Arts 

Speakeasy/Joel Bray Dance: Considerable Sexual License; for La Mama: Q; for Lyric 
Opera: Fly; and for Moral Panic/Theatre Works: Love/Chamberlain.

RACHEL BURKE 
Lighting Designer   
Rachel has an extensive and highly awarded body of work over 
three decades for main stage companies, independent theatre and 
architectural lighting design both nationally and internationally. 
Industry acknowledgment includes ten Green Room Awards 
for Theatre Lighting Design, IES Victorian and National Awards 
of Excellence for Lighting Design in 2005, 2010 and 2019 and 

Helpmann Award nominations in 2005 and 2015. Rachel held an academic position at 
Melbourne University/VCA Production and Design 2017–2019 and is Senior Associate 
at Relume Consulting. She is a graduate from Rusden Victoria College with a Bachelor 
of Education Secondary in Drama and Dance. Recent theatre design credits include:  
for Belvoir/Melbourne Theatre Company: Sexual Misconduct of the Middle Classes; 
for Kadimah Yiddish Theatre/Arts Centre Melbourne: Yentl; and for Red Stitch Actors 
Theatre: The Amateurs.

TOM BACKHAUS  
Sound Designer   
Tom is a freelance composer, sound designer and producer. 
As a sound designer he is known for his densely layered and 
evocative scores for theatre. A Music Technology graduate of the 
Queensland Conservatorium of Music, Tom draws upon his detailed 
understanding of music production, melding pre-recorded music 
and sound with live instrumentation to create dynamic and reactive 

scores. Some of his credits include: for Lab Kelpie: Become the One; for Melbourne 
Theatre Company: Astroman; for Malthouse Theatre: The Importance of Being Ernest, 
The Temple; for Red Stitch Actors Theatre: The Feather in the Web; for VIMH: let 
bleeding girls lie. In 2017, Tom was a recipient of the Besen Family Artist Placement 
at the Malthouse Theatre, working with Jethro Woodward on The Real and Imagined 
History of the Elephant Man. As a producer, Tom is best known for his work with drag 
comedy group Dazza and Keif. He has presented their debut work Dazza and Keif 
Go Viral in Adelaide, Melbourne (for which he was awarded Best Emerging Producer 
at the Melbourne Fringe Festival), Sydney and Wellington. In 2019 he presented the 
group’s follow-up Dazza and Keif Go Viral in Space with Ya Mum at the Melbourne 
Fringe Festival along with a site-specific contemporary dance piece Dark Points.  
Tom also produces the queer festivalette, Get Bent Fest, showcasing LGBTQIA+ 
talent from Midsumma Festival and beyond.    
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JEN JACKSON 
Stage manager 
Jen Jackson (she/her) is a Korean-Australian stage manager, 
living and working on Gadigal land, with a particular passion for 
new Australian work and a commitment to diversity in theatre. 
After attending UNSW in a Bachelor of Arts majoring in Theatre & 
Performance, she continued her studies at NIDA with a degree in 
Technical Theatre & Stage Management. Recent productions she 

has stage managed include: for Griffin: Golden Blood (黄金血液); for Contemporary 
Asian Australian Performance: Double Delicious; for Kurinji/SAtheCollective: 宿
(stay); and for National Theatre of Parramatta: Nothing. Jen hopes to help bring to 
life stories of all kinds that challenge, entertain, reflect, make us feel, think, and 
examine ourselves—the kind of stuff that made her fall in love with theatre in the 
first place.
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Acknowledgement of Country
Griffin Theatre Company and the SBW Stables Theatre operate and tell stories on 
the unceded lands of the Gadigal of the Eora Nation. We acknowledge and honour 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people as the oldest continuous living culture 
on the planet, with more than 60,000 years of storytelling practice shaping and 
underpinning all aspects of Australian culture. It is a privilege that we do not take 
lightly: to work on this land, and to tell stories on its soil.

Griffin is the only theatre company in 
the country exclusively devoted to the 
development and staging of new Australian 
writing. Located in the historic SBW Stables 
Theatre, nestled in the heart of Kings Cross, 
Griffin has been Australia’s home for the 
exploration of new stories since 1978.

We are the launch pad for new plays, ideas 
and writing that other theatres won’t take a 
risk on. We boldly contribute to Australia’s 
unique and powerful storytelling culture. 
Plays like Prima Facie, Holding the Man and 
City of Gold all had their world premieres 
at Griffin before going out to capture the 
national imagination. In the words of our 
longest-serving Artistic Director, Ros Horin:

“We are the theatre of first chances.”

We are passionate about nurturing emerging 
and established practitioners alike. We pride 
ourselves on supporting our vast community 
of artists, audiences and supporters who 
consider our theatre their creative home.  
We help ambitious, bold, risk-taking and 
urgent Australian work get from the page 
onto the stage. We tell the stories that help 
us know who we are as a nation, and who  
we want to become.



GRIFFIN FAMILY 

Patron

Seaborn, Broughton & 
Walford Foundation

Griffin acknowledges the 
generosity of the Seaborn, 
Broughton & Walford 
Foundation in allowing it 
the use of the SBW Stables 
Theatre rent free, less 
outgoings, since 1986.

Board

Bruce Meagher (Chair) 
Guillaume Babille  
Simon Burke AO  
Lyndell Droga  
Tim Duggan  
Declan Greene  
Julia Pincus  
Lenore Robertson  
Simone Whetton

Artistic Director & CEO 
Declan Greene 

Executive Director & CEO 
Julieanne Campbell

Associate Artistic Director 
Tessa Leong 

Associate Artist 
Andrea James

Literary Associate  
Julian Larnach

Box Office Manager 
Jackson Used

Ticketing Administrator 
Nathan Harrison

Bar Manager 
Alex Bryant-Smith

Front of House 
Riordan Berry  
Bridget Haberecht  
Julian Larnach  
Max Philips  
Poppy Tidswell  
Willo Young

Head of Development 
Jake Shavikin

Relationships Manager
Ell Katte

Finance Manager
Kylie Richards

Finance Consultant
Emma Murphy

Marketing Manager (Acting)
Ang Collins

Marketing Assistant 
Sasha Meaney

Production Manager
Jeremy Page

Deputy Production Manager
Ally Moon

Senior Producer 
Imogen Gardam

Programs Producer 
Janine Lau

Ticketing & Administration 
Coordinator 
Kate Marks

Strategic Insights 
Consultant 
Peter O’Connell 

Sustainability Coordinators  
Ang Collins, Julian Larnach



Income from Griffin activities covers less than 40% of our operating costs—leaving 
an ever-increasing gap for us to fill through government funding, sponsorship and 
the generosity of our individual supporters. Your support helps us bridge the gap 
and keep ticket prices affordable and our work at its best. To make a donation and a 
difference, contact Griffin on 9332 1052 or donate online at griffintheatre.com.au

PROGRAM PATRONS
Griffin Ambassadors
Robertson Foundation

Griffin Amplify
Girgensohn Foundation 

Griffin Studio
Gil Appleton
Darin Cooper Foundation
Kiong Lee & Richard Funston
Rosemary Hannah &  
Lynette Preston
Ken & Lilian Horler
Malcolm Robertson 
Foundation
Pip Rath & Wayne Lonergan
Geoff & Wendy Simpson OAM

Danielle Smith &  
Sean Carmody

Griffin Studio Workshop
Mary Ann Rolfe (Patron)
Iolanda Capodano &  
Juergen Krufczyk 
Darin Cooper Foundation 
Bob & Chris Ernst
Susan MacKinnon
Pip Rath & Wayne Lonergan
Walking up the Hill 
Foundation

Griffin Women’s Initiative
Katrina Barter
Wendy Blacklock
Jessica Block
Christy Boyce & Madeleine 
Beaumont
Julieanne Campbell
Iolanda Capodanno
Laura Crennan
Jennifer Darin
Lyndell Droga
Judith Fox & Yvonne Stewart
Melinda Graham

Sherry Gregory
Rosemary Hannah & Lynette 
Preston
Antonia Haralambis
Ann Johnson
Roanne Knox
Susan MacKinnon
Julia Pincus
Ruth Ritchie
Lenore Robertson
Deanne Weir
Simone Whetton
Green Griffin 
Iolanda Capodano &  
Juergen Krufczyk 
Natalie Lopes
Amy Morcom
Alex-Oonagh Redmond

SEASON PATRONS
As a new writing theatre, 
we program a wide range of 
stories that reflect our time, 
place and the unique voice 
of contemporary Australia. 
To ensure that these stories 
continue to be told, Griffin 
needs the help of private 
support to bring strength, 
insight, candour and new 
and powerful visions to 
the stage. Our Production 
Partner program is vital to our 
continued artistic success.

PRODUCTION PARTNERS 
2022

Whitefella Yella Tree by 
Dylan Van Den Berg 

Lisa Barker & Don Russell
Darin Cooper Foundation
Robert Dick & Erin Shiel
Lyndell & Daniel Droga

Danny Gilbert AM &  
Kathleen Gilbert
Rosemary Hannah &  
Lynette Preston
Bruce Meagher &  
Greg Waters
Richard McHugh & 
 Kate Morgan
Julia Pincus & Ian Learmonth
Pip Rath & Wayne Lonergan

SEASON DONORS
Company Patron $100,000+
Neilson Foundation

Season Patron $50,000+
Girgensohn Foundation
Robertson Foundation

Mainstage Donors $20,000+ 
Anonymous (1)
Darin Cooper Foundation
Robert Dick & Erin Shiel
Rosemary Hannah &  
Lynette Preston
Julia Pincus & Ian Learmonth
Mary Ann Rolfe

Production Donors $10,000+
Lisa Barker & Don Russell
Gordon & Marie Esden
Abraham & Helen James
Ingrid Kaiser
Richard McHugh &  
Kate Morgan
Bruce Meagher &  
Greg Waters
Tim Minchin
Peter & Dianne O’Connell
Pip Rath & Wayne Lonergan
The WeirAnderson 
Foundation
Kim Williams AM &  
Catherine Dovey       
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Rehearsal Donors  
$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous (1)
Antoinette Albert
Gil Appleton
Wendy Blacklock
Ellen Borda
Susan Carleton
Bernard Coles
Ian Dickson
Lyndell & Daniel Droga
Danny Gilbert AM &  
Kathleen Gilbert  
Libby Higgin
Ken & Lilian Horler
Lambert Bridge Foundation
Kiong Lee & Richard Funston
Lee Lewis & Brett Boardman
Rosemary Lucas &  
Robert Yuen
Sophie McCarthy &  
Antony Green
Catriona Morgan-Hunn 
Anthony Paull
Rebel Penfold-Russell OAM
Geoff & Wendy Simpson OAM
The Sky Foundation
Merilyn Sleigh & Raoul  
de Ferranti
Danielle Smith &  
Sean Carmody
Walking Up the Hill 
Foundation

Final Draft Donors  
$3,000-$4,999

Bob & Chris Ernst
Jocelyn Goyen
Sherry Gregory
James Hartwright & 
 Kerrin D’Arcy
Roanne & John Knox
Don & Leslie Parsonage
Leslie Stern

Workshop Donors  
$1,000-$2,999
Anonymous (6)
Baly Douglass Foundation
Katrina Barter

Helen Bauer &  
Helen Lynch AM
Cherry & Peter Best
Jessica Block
Christy Boyce & 
 Madeleine Beaumont
Dr Bernadette Brennan
Anne Britton
Corinne & Bryan
Stephen & Annabelle Burley
Iolanda Capodano &  
Juergen Krufczyk 
Julieanne Campbell
Louise Christie
Anna Cleary
Bryony & Tim Cox
Sally Crawford
Laura Crennan
Cris Croker & David West
Ros & Paul Espie
Brian Everingham
Jan Ewert 
John & Libby Fairfax
Sandra Forbes
Jennifer Giles
Nicky Gluyas
Melinda Graham
Peter Gray & Helen Thwaites
Antonia Haralambis
Kate Harrison
John Head
Mark Hopkinson &  
Michelle Opie
Michael Jackson 
Ann Johnson
David & Adrienne Kitching
Elizabeth Laverty 
Benjamin Law 
Richard & Elizabeth Longes
Kyrsty Macdonald & 
Christopher Hazell
Susan MacKinnon 
Prudence Manrique 
Lorin Muhlmann
Ian Neuss & Penny Young
David Nguyen
Shaan Perera
Ian Phipps
Martin Portus

Annabel Ritchie
In memory of  
Katherine Robertson 
Sylvia Rosenblum
Jann Skinner
Stuart Thomas 
Elizabeth Thompson 
Mike Thompson
Sue Thomson
Janet Wahlquist
Richard Weinstein &  
Richard Benedict
Simone Whetton
Rob White & Lisa Hamilton 
Rosemary White
Paul & Jennifer Winch
Elizabeth Wing

Reading Donors $500-$999
Anonymous (3)
Brian Abel
Priscilla Adey
Jane Albert 
Amity Alexander
Wendy Ashton
Robyn Ayres
Melissa Ball
Phillip Black
Larry Boyd & Barbara 
Caine AM
Tim Capelin
Michael Diamond AM MBE
Max Dingle OAM 
Elizabeth Diprose 
David Earp
Leonie Flannery 
Alan Froude & David Round  
Peter Graves
Erica Gray
Stephanie & Andrew Harrison
David Hoskins &  
Paul McKnight
Sylvia Hrovatin
Nicki Jam
Mira Joksovic
Matt Jones & Rebecca 
Bourne Jones
Colleen Mary Kane 
Susan J Kath
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Patricia Lynch
Ian & Elizabeth MacDonald
Suzanne & Anthony  
Maple-Brown 
Robert Marks
Chris Marrable &  
Kate Richardson 
Simon Marrable &  
Anna Kasper 
Christopher Matthies 
Christopher McCabe
John McCallum &  
Jenny Nicholls
Daniela McMurdo
Jacqui Mercer 
John Mitchell
Neville Mitchell
Keith Moynihan 
Patricia Novikoff
Carolyn Penfold
Belinda Piggott &  
David Ojerholm
Virginia Pursell
Alex-Oonagh Redmond
Karen Rodgers & Bill Harris
Gemma Rygate
Rob & Rae Spence
Mary Stollery & Eric Dole
Catherine Sullivan & 
Alexandra Bowen
Ariadne Vromen
Robyn Fortescue &  
Rosie Wagstaff 
Helen Wicker 

First Draft Donors  
$200-$499
Anonymous (11)
Susan Ambler
Elizabeth Antonievich
William Armitage
Chris Baker
Jan Barr
John Bell AO, OBE
Edwina Birch
Andrew Bowmer
Peter Brown
Wendy Buswell
Ruth Campbell

David Caulfield
Amanda Clark 
Sue Clark
Louise Costanzo
Brendan Crotty &  
Darryl Toohey
Bryan Cutler
Sue Donnelly
Peter Duerden
Anna Duggan
Kathy Esson
Elizabeth Evatt
Michael Eyers
Helen Ford
Judith Fox
Eva Gerber 
Jock Given
Deane Golding
Keith Gow
Virginia & Kieran Greene
Jo Grisard
Edwina Guinness
Ruth Guss 
Kate Haddock
Raewyn Harlock
Robert Henderson &  
Marijke Conrade 
Grania Hickley
Matthew Huxtable
Marian & Nabeel Ibrahim 
Andrew Inglis
James Landon-Smith
Penelope Latey
Liz Locke
Danielle Long
Norman Long 
Noella Lopez 
Maruschka Loupis
Anni MacDougall
Claire McCaughan
Louise McDonald
Duncan McKay
Paula McLean
Stephen McNamara
Anne Miehs 
Julia Mitchell
Mark Mitchell 
Sarah Mort

Margaret Murphy 
Carolyn Newman
Suzanne Osmond
Catherine & Joshua Palmer
Peter Pezzutti
Christopher Powell
Janelle Prescott
Andrew Pringle
Dorothy & Adit Rao 
Tracey Robson
Ann Rocca
Catherine Rothery
Kevin and Shirley Ryan
Dimity Scales
Julia Selby
Natalie Shea
Vivienne Skinner
Bridget Smith
Vanda & Martin Smith
Yvonne Stewart
Augusta Supple
Danny Tomic
Rachel Trigg
Samantha Turley
Adam Van Rooijen
Julie Whitfield 
Eve Wynhausen
Robert Yuen
William Zappa 

We would also like to thank 
Peter O’Connell for his 
expertise, guidance, and time.

CURRENT AS OF  
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Griffin Theatre Company is assisted by the Australian Government through the Australia 
Council, its arts funding and advisory body; and the NSW Government through Create NSW.

Griffin would like to thank the following:

Government Supporters           Benefactor 

Creative Partners          

Company Sponsors
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